FALL OF SAIGON MARINES ASSOCIATION
http://www.fallofsaigon.org
September 2, 2010 – Greetings from California! Many thanks to those who were able to attend the 35th anniversary of the Fall
of Saigon reunion in Quantico this past spring. Some of the Marines in attendance I hear from fairly regularly and it was great
to greet a couple of guys I have not seen since 1975. Big shout-out to Greg Hargis, Ron Duffey, Joe Arata and John Stewart
whom I hadn’t seen in many, many years! Tony Tucci also joined us – great to see him as well. In 5 years we’ll be going back to
Quantico, but the general consensus was that we’d prefer to meet off-base at a more full-service facility. In the interim, we’re
looking at perhaps holding a mini-reunion in Florida in the next couple of years – several of the Marines are within a few hours
of Tampa, so that seems like a good option. I think Bill English is looking for an alligator wrestling venue for the event –
perhaps in his back yard based on some recent photos! We had about 20 of our Marines plus several spouses at the reunion
dinner held on Saturday night at the National Museum of the Marine Corps. Thanks, too, to Terry Bennington for providing
logistical support on base as well as Ted Murray for coming in a day early to help set things up. LCpl Judge’s sister and brotherin-law (Lori & Greg DeSaulniers from Marshalltown, Iowa) were our guests of honor and brought the scrap-book Mrs. Judge
maintains from Darwin’s time of service and the time period between April 30, 1975 and February of 1976 when he was laid
to rest in Marshalltown. Thanks as well to Colonel Douglas Fairfield, the current Commanding Officer, MCESG, for recognition
of our group at the MSG class graduation ceremony we attended on Friday. Also while we were in Quantico, Ron Duffey was
able to present Col. Fairfield with the flag that had flown at the consulate general in Bien Hoa.
Big thanks also go out to Bill Newell for representing the association in Woburn, Massachusetts this past April presenting the
Corporal Charles McMahon Memorial Scholarship. Thanks as well to Dave Leet and Dwight McDonald for being on hand in
Marshalltown, Iowa a few weeks later presenting the Lance Corporal Darwin L. Judge Memorial Scholarship. Spending a day in
Marshalltown each year with Mrs. Judge is a high-light for each of us. Please consider joining the association at either location
next year – the McMahon scholarship is usually given out in early to mid-April and the Judge scholarship in mid-May.
Also for your calendars, next April 27 – May 1 (2011) is a Marine Embassy Guard Association reunion at MCRD in San Diego –
reservations can be made directly at the Town and Country Resort & Convention Center / 1-800-772-8527 Monday – Friday
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Pacific Standard Time. Please reference the MEGA reunion when making reservations – rooms are
$119 per night plus 12% tax. The www.embassymarine.org website has more information or let me know, and I’ll be glad to
send along their flyer. The schedule of events will be forthcoming, but I’m sure will include attending a boot-camp graduation
and tour of MCRD. I’ve been back to MCRD a couple of times over the past 10 years or so and enjoy it every time – especially
touring the museum with a collection of Marine Corps gear from all eras. MEGA is an association of Marines who have served
on Embassy Duty at any post, during any era. Perhaps this would be a good way to connect with Marines you served with at
other posts or compare conditions around the world throughout other eras.
The website: There have been a lot of questions about the website – we’ve retained a gentleman who will be working on a rewrite / re-design of the website over the coming months. Unfortunately due to a family illness, he’s been delayed in his start on
the project. However, I spoke with him last week and he’s still committed to the project. More info via an e-mail blast as I
receive it.
Speaking of e-mail, if you change e-mail addresses or move, I’d appreciate receiving a note with the new information. It’s
interesting how often we field “looking-for” type of requests. Please know that we don’t release any personal information
without first contacting you seeking your permission to allow someone to contact you.
Over the past several months I’ve spent a fair amount of time conducting research on the time period between April 30, 1975
and February 22, 1976 when LCpl Judge and Cpl McMahon were finally brought home. At times this has been a fairly emotional
process but it’s a question that has been on my mind for a great deal of time. To make a long story short and with the
assistance of several gracious people I was able to get in contact with Mr. Dale de Haan. In 1975 Mr. de Haan was counsel to
Senator Edward M. (“Ted”) Kennedy and the Senator’s Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Refugee Affairs. Mr. de Haan is
the person (along with Jerry Tinker who passed away several years ago) who made the trip to Saigon to receive the bodies of
LCpl Judge and Cpl McMahon. Mr. de Haan recently provided me with (i) excerpts from reports made to the U.S. Senate in 1976
– 77 on the matter; (ii) a statement made by Senator Kennedy on March 17, 1976 that is part of the Congressional Record; (iii)
excerpts from a press conference / interview involving Mr. de Hann at the Don Muang Airport (Bangkok, Thailand) where they
went after departing Saigon; (iv) brief memo between Mr. de Haan on behalf of Senator Kennedy, the Office of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR1), and the RSV office in charge of information about missing personnel (the Vietnamese
government representatives); (v) a photo taken in Saigon on February 22, 1976 of Mr. de Haan inspecting the caskets and
documents for repatriation; and (vi) a photo taken later on February 22, 1976 at Don Muang Airport as the caskets were being

Mr. de Hann went on to become the Deputy High Commissioner of UNHCR from 1979 – 81. In 1981, the office received the Nobel Prize in Peace. Mr. de Hann
and his wife, Ruth, are now retired and reside on the west coast of Florida. I’m hoping to meet them when we have the get-together near Tampa.
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loaded onto a MAC aircraft for return to the U.S. I plan to include the material in one of the pages on the website update in the
coming months. I’m glad to provide you with copies if you’d like – just let me know.
Out of this process I also found out the location of the cemetery where LCpl Judge and Cpl McMahon were taken from the
Seventh Day Adventist Hospital. At the time the cemetery was called the Chi Hoa Cemetery. It’s now a city park, Le Thi Rieng
Park. The main prison is Saigon – Chi Hoa Prison – is nearby.
For those who are interested in this type of research, here are a couple of resources that were extremely helpful. The first one
is http://aad.archives.gov/aad/index.jsp , a website of the National Archives. Part of the electronic collection includes many
telegrams from our era of service – fun site, enter your name and see if anything pops up. One of the things I found was
information on a TDY that Dave Leet and I did to Oslo with a number of other Marines in 1976. The other site is
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/pow/ the Library of Congress’ POW/MIA Database and Documents website. This is an incredible
record of refugee interviews, correspondence and documents of the Joint Casualty Resolution Center and evaluations of
interviews by DIA. This was also helpful in locating newspaper articles of the era that included a description of the cemetery
where LCpl Judge and Cpl McMahon were interred for a period.
About the same time I was conducting the research mentioned above, we were contacted by a lady who was about 8-years old
in 1975 and lived in Bien Hoa at the time – she now resides her in northern California. Her father had been the hospital
administrator of the mental hospital in Bien Hoa until the time of his death from cancer in 1973. The family remained on the
hospital property following the communist takeover and one of the people working there was an American ag student from
the University of California at Davis working in Vietnam as a volunteer for an international relief organization. At the time of
the evacuation he elected to remain in Vietnam feeling that he was not at risk since he did not work for the U.S. government
and therefore was not a threat to the North Vietnamese. He was allowed to remain in Bien Hoa working at the hospital until he
was arrested in June of 1976, jailed and was expelled in August of 1976 along with about three-dozen other American citizens
who stayed behind as well. The lady was trying to get in touch with the gentleman who used to work at the hospital and
thought we might maintain such records  … Weird as it may seem (and using the websites mentioned above), I was able to
locate the gentleman – in a case of small world, he lives on a family farm about 30 minutes from me. Imagine both of our
surprise when I walked up to him behind their barn one afternoon recently and started the conversation with, “this may seem
a little weird, but I was in the Marine Corps in Saigon in 1975.” Following our meeting, the lady drove up a couple of weeks
later and we had a nice lunch at a nearby restaurant. It was quite interesting to hear about life in Vietnam in the immediate
aftermath of the communist overthrow, the story of a 41-year old widow (her mom) with four children making their escape in
a swamped refugee boat a few years later and then living on an island off the coast of Thailand before being sponsored to the
U.S. in the 1980’s.
But the research also uncovered stories I had not heard before – one being that of retired Marine Corps Col. Tucker
Gougelmann, who served on active duty in WWII before being medically retired from the Corps and then worked for the CIA.
Col. Gougelmann - a paramilitary officer - retired from the Agency in 1972 after a 23-year career that included service in
Europe, Afghanistan, Korea, and Vietnam. Col. Gougelmann had returned to Saigon in the spring of 1975 — right after North
Vietnam launched a major offensive — to try to secure exit visas for loved ones. After missing the final flight out of Saigon, he
was captured and tortured because of his past affiliation with CIA. Col. Gougelmann died while in captivity in 1976. He was
repatriated in 1977 and his service was honored with the 78 th star on the CIA’s Memorial Wall in June of 2001.
I’ll be in Saigon this coming November following work with a medical/dental team in Cambodia I’ve been involved with for the
past 6 years or so (I’m the “0311” of the team – loading vehicles, dealing with logistics, etc.). This year I’ll be visiting the
consulate again before spending the remainder of the day out near the DAO and MACV - hopefully photographing the
evacuation heli-pad locations near the airport (based on maps in The Bitter End). From the DAO, I’m hoping to walk to the
location of the former 7th Day Adventist Hospital and then over to Le Thi Rieng Park (the former cemetery parcel). I have the
locations pretty well established based on old maps, Google Earth aerial photography and current city maps. It’s a project
that’s of interest to some of the people at consulate so hopefully I won’t get arrested and will have some new photographs of
the area to share later this year. Following the field work, we’ll go back to Marshall Hall (now the Saigon Star Hotel) where
we’ll toast LCpl Judge, Cpl McMahon and I’ll remember our shared time of service.
Semper Fidelis,
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> cut here >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Your continued support and donations are greatly appreciated and help continue the legacy we share by remembering our fallen Marines in their home towns each
year. Please make checks payable to: Fall of Saigon M arines Association and mail to: Fall of Saigon Marines Association, c/o Ken Crouse, Secretary, 487 Slocum Drive,
Folsom, CA 95630 (916) 220-0085.
Enclosed, please find _________ ($100 annually is suggested) as a donation to the Fall of Saigon Marines Association.
A written receipt for tax purposes will be supplied for all monies received. The Fall of Saigon Marines Association is recognized by the I.R.S. as a veteran’s organization pursuant to
section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Code. Copies of our Letter of Determination are available upon request.

Above: First row: (L-R) Kevin Maloney; Ken Crouse; John Ghilain; Don Nicholas; Col. Steve Hasty, USMR, Retired; Lori DeSaulniers (LCpl Darwin Judge’s sister);
Bill Newell; David Leet; Doug Potratz; Marty Davenport; Tony Tucci and Greg Hargis. Back row: Amy and Steve Johnson; Steve Moore (in red hat); Randy
Smith; John Stewart; Dean Kinzie; Dwight McDonald; Ted Murray and Joe Arata.
Below: (L – R): John Stewart; Ron & Thanh Duffey; Colonel Douglas Fairfield, Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Embassy Security Group; Col. Steve Hasty,
USMC, Retired; and Ken Crouse. Ron presented Col. Fairfield with the U.S. flag that had flown over the U.S. Consulate General in Bien Hoa in April, 1975.

Above: (L-R): David Leet; Daniel R. Wickham (recipient of the 2010 LCpl Darwin L. Judge Memorial Scholarship; Mrs. Ida Judge;
Ken Crouse; and Dwight McDonald
Below: (L-R) George Holland (Cpl McMahon’s boyhood friend); Jenisa Diaz and Christopher Marshall
(recipients of the Cpl Charles McMahon Memorial Scholarship); and Bill Newell

Photo taken May 1, 2010 – Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washington, D.C.
35th Anniversary of the Fall of Saigon Marines Association reunion
Bottom Row / Kneeling (L – R): Don Nicholas, Ron Duffey, Dwight McDonald, Ted Murray, and Bill Newell
Top Row / Standing (L – R): Doug Potratz, Kevin Maloney, Randy Smith, Dean Kinzie, Greg Hargis, David Leet, Ken Crouse, John
Stewart, John Ghilain, Marty Davenport, Tony Tucci and Joe Arata

