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Part Three
Execution

The helilift of nearly 7000 persons irom Smgon was o mas-

sive undertaking, unparalleled in the history of helicopter
evacuations.

¥ hen the 9th Marine Amphibious
Brigade (9th MAB) returned
from Subic Bay to the waters off
the Vung Tau Peninsula of South
Vietnam on the 20th of April 1975, it was noti-
fied that on the following day it would become
subject to a six-hour alert posture to execute
the operation.

As the situation in and around Saigon dete-
riorated further the MAB became subject to
shorter reaction times. On the night of 27
April, the MAB was directed to attain a one-
hour alert posture by first light on the 28th.
All units within the brigade attained this pos-
ture prior to first light. Later in the day, when
it became apparent that the operation would
not be executed on the 28th, the alert posture

o April 1976

was relaxed to six-hours. Shortly after the re-
laxation, Tan Son Nhut airfield came under
air attack during the late afternoon of 28
April. The Commander, Seventh Fleet (COM-
SEVENTHFLT) ordered an immediate three-
hour alert. Later that evening the Commander
in Chief, Pacific (CINCPAC) directed a one-
hour alert. At 0130 on the 29th the MAB at-
tained this posture and reported accordingly
to CTF-76 and USSAG/7th Air Force.

L-Hour

Initially, L-Hour was defined by USSAG/
7thAF as the time that a helicopter was
launched for an evacuation zone. To Marines
L-Hour signified the time that a helicopter
would land in a given zone. During the latter
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